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FOREWORD

The Institute is especially grateful to our outstanding Seminar Chairperson(s) for providing the 

necessary leadership, organization, and supervision that has brought this program into a reality. 

Indeed a debt of gratitude is particularly due our articulate and knowledgeable faculty, without 

whose untiring dedication and eff orts this seminar would not have been possible. Their names 

are listed on the brochure for this program and their contributions to the success of this seminar 

are immeasurable.

I would be remiss if I did not extend a special thanks to each of you who are attending this 

seminar and for whom the program was planned.  All of us hope your attendance will be most 

benefi cial as well as enjoyable.  Your comments and suggestions are always welcome.

February, 2017    Tangela S. King

       Interim Director, ICLE
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MALLORY D. BALL 

Mallory D. Ball is an Equal Justice Works AmeriCorps Legal Fellow at the Emory Law 
Volunteer Clinic for Veterans. She practices veterans benefits and military law, 
including VA disability claims and appeals and discharge upgrades before military 
boards. 

Ms. Ball has facilitated multiple community partnerships to help Georgia’s veterans with 
their needs, including bringing Military Mondays to Atlanta. Military Mondays is a 
partnership with Starbucks where the Clinic’s legal fellows and students provide free 
advice and counsel sessions to veterans at a local Starbucks. 

She earned her J.D., cum laude, in 2015 from Emory University School of Law, where 
she served as Managing Editor of the Emory Corporate Governance and Accountability 
Review. Mallory earned her B.S. in 2004 from Kennesaw State University. She is 
admitted to practice in the State of Georgia and the United States Court of Appeals for 
Veterans Claims, and is accredited to practice before the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. 
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HONORABLE DEAN C. BUCCI 

Judge Dean Carlos Bucci grew up in Cobb County, Georgia, and attended Georgia 
Southern University, where he obtained his B.B.A. in Economics and a B.A. in Spanish, 
graduating Magna Cum Laude. He then obtained his law degree from the University of 
Georgia School of Law, graduating Cum Laude. 

He has held membership in several bar associations and is currently a member of the 
Paulding and the Cobb County Bar Associations. He has served as Chairman of the State 
Bar of Georgia YLD Committee on Ethics and Professionalism and currently serves on 
the State Bar of Georgia’s Professionalism Committee. He is a member of the Charles 
Weltner L. Family Law Inn of Court. 

Judge Bucci has served on local boards such as the Fellowship of Christian Athlete’s 
Paulding County Board, the Advisory Board of Paulding CASA (Court Appointed Special 
Advocates), and Shepherd’s Rest Ministries. As a former Associate Juvenile Court 
Judge, he served as the Juvenile Court Liason to MAP (Meth Alliance Paulding). Other 
volunteer roles in the community include service in the children’s ministry at West 
Ridge Church, service as the Committee Chair of Cub Scouts Pack 1916, and coaching 
children’s baseball and soccer through YMCA. He volunteers as a mentor in multiple 
mentorship programs. 

Judge Bucci began practicing law in 1997 and located his practice in Paulding County in 
2001. He was appointed by Probate Court to serve as the County Conservator and 
Administrator in 2004 and remained in that position until taking the Superior Court 
bench in 2015. In private practice, his focus was domestic relations litigation, including 
divorce, alimony, child support, child custody, contempt of court, family violence 
protective orders, and adoptions. Dean served regularly as Guardian ad Litem for minor 
children involved in child custody proceedings. 

Judge Bucci resides in Dallas, Georgia with his family. April, his wife, teaches 
elementaryschool in Paulding County. Nicholas and Madeline attend high school and 
middle school, respectively, in the County. He and his family are members of West 
Ridge Church. 

On January 7, 2015, Governor Nathan Deal appointed Dean to succeed Judge James 
Osborne as Judge of Superior Court, Paulding Judicial Circuit. In 2016 he was elected 
without opposition to a four-year term. 
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TIM BRATCHER 

Tim has twenty years of experience representing banks and other credit providers in 
structuring, negotiating and closing most forms of credit arrangements on both 
syndicated and single-lender platforms, including traditional asset-based lending, 
secured and unsecured cash flow transactions, and receivables financings (including 
recourse and non-recourse factoring, invoice discounting, and true-sale transactions). 
Many of these transactions involve acquisitions, second lien, mezzanine, and secured 
and unsecured subordinated debt, multicurrency, and cross-border components. Tim 
is experienced in many industries, including the manufacturing, technology, wholesale 
and distribution, transportation, food service, and energy sectors. He has also 
represented public and private companies as borrowers and has experience in 
equipment leasing, export-import financings, letter of credit facilities, loan 
participations and lender finance. Tim has been included in Chambers Partners USA 
since 2012. 
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CAROL V. CLARK 

Practice Areas: Civil Practice; Trial Practice; Appellate Practice; General Practice; 
Residential Real Estate; Commercial Real Estate; Foreclosure; Landlord Tenant 

Admitted: 1976, Georgia 

Law School: University of Georgia, J.D. 

Member: Atlanta and American Bar Associations; State Bar of Georgia (Member, 
Younger Lawyers Section, Executive Council, 1977-1980, 1983-1984; Director, 1983-
1984); Lawyers Club of Atlanta; Leadership Atlanta. 

Biography: Phi Beta Kappa; Phi Kappa Phi; Phi Delta Phi; Mortar Board. President, 
University Union. Moot Court International Team. Listed: One of Georgia's Super 
Lawyers 2006, 2007 and 2008; One of only five Women to be named to the Top 100 
Super Lawyers, 2008. Recipient, George A. Pinder Award, Real Estate Section. 

Born: Atlanta, Georgia, 1951 
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LINDSAY CULP 

Lindsay Culp is a public health policy analyst on the Policy and Partnerships Team in 
the Division of Unintentional Injury Prevention at CDC’s National Center for Injury 
Prevention and Control. She serves as an account manager for the opioid overdose 
prevention program. Ms. Culp joined CDC in 2001 as an epidemiologic research fellow 
in the National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities, studying the 
etiology of cerebral palsy and implementing a national, multi-site autism research study. 
In 2009, she joined CDC’s Public Health Law Program, where she served as the editor 
for CDC’s Public Health Law News, and led legal analyses related to HIV, sexually 
transmitted diseases, tuberculosis, viral hepatitis, food safety, vaccination, and antiviral 
distribution. Ms. Culp is a 2010 graduate of Georgia State University College of Law and 
a 2002 graduate of the University Of Texas School Of Public Health. She graduated 
magna cum laude from Sweet Briar College with degrees in Spanish and History. 
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JEFFREY R. DAVIS 

Jeff Davis has been the Executive Director of the State Bar of Georgia 
since June 2014. Previously he served as Director of the Judicial 
Qualifications Commission, the state agency that regulates the discipline 
of judges. Jeff was in private practice for 12 years, and prior to that he was 
an attorney in the Office of General Counsel of the State Bar of Georgia. 
He earned his J.D. from Georgia State University College of Law. He also 

holds a master’s degree from Emory University’s Candler School of Theology. 

  

Speaker Biographies
6 of 46



DICK DONOVAN 

Dick Donovan was admitted to practice in Georgia in June, 1979, and in 1981 moved his 
practice from DeKalb County to Hiram, Paulding County, in 1981. After his admission to 
the bar, Dick established a general trial practice, focusing on criminal defense and 
family law for more than 31 years before being elected District Attorney for the Paulding 
Judicial Circuit in 2010; he is now the longest serving District Attorney for that Circuit. 
Mr. Donovan is admitted to practice in the several courts of Law and Equity in Georgia 
(which includes all city, county, state and superior courts), the Georgia Court of Appeals, 
the Supreme Court of Georgia, the United States District Court for the Northern District 
of Georgia, and the United States Courts of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit (Atlanta) 
and Eighth Circuit (St. Paul, Minnesota). 

Mr. Donovan served on the State’s Bar of Georgia’s Professionalism Committee for 
twelve years, (serving as Chairman six terms from 2006 until 2012), and is a Life 
member of the Georgia Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. He is also a member 
of the Cobb County Bar Association, and a member and past president of the Paulding 
Bar Association. He has served as a mentor for the Georgia National Guard Youth 
Development program, and is a member of The Lawyers Foundation of Georgia. 

Mr. Donovan is certified by the Georgia Supreme Court as a Mediator in both civil and 
domestic cases and mediation of cases involving domestic violence. In 2003 Mr. 
Donovan received further specific training and was certified by the Georgia Office of 
Dispute Resolution as an Arbitrator. 

Mr. Donovan has served on the District Attorneys Association of Georgia Training 
Committee and conducts seminars in Office Management and Personnel Issues for the 
Prosecuting Attorneys Council of Georgia for new prosecutors in Georgia. He is 
currently the representative of the District Attorneys Association to the State Bar of 
Georgia’s formal advisory Opinion Board. 
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CRISTEN DUTCHER 

Cristen Dutcher obtained a bachelor’s degree in Economics with a minor in Speech 
Communication at the University of Georgia in 2002. She then worked in the non-
profit sector for a year before beginning her law degree. Cristen graduated from 
Mercer University’s Walter F. George School of Law in 2006 as an oral argument 
competition winner and the Georgia Association of Women Lawyer’s Outstanding 
Law Student. She then began working as a real estate closing attorney for a small 
firm, Fitzgerald and Associates, LLC. The following year, Cristen took over co-
ownership of the small business, and started her own real estate firm, Cristen 
Dutcher, LLC, conducting real estate closings, deed transactions, and real property 
litigation. 

Cristen became involved in teaching the law in 2008, after the real estate market 
crash, by obtaining part-time teaching positions at Georgia Perimeter College, 
Dunwoody and at Kennesaw State University in the Coles College of Business. The 
Kennesaw State University position grew into a Temporary Full-time Lecturer role in 
2011, which Cristen maintained while keeping up her law practice. Cristen gave up 
full-time legal practice in January 2014, when she received a full-time teaching 
position at Kennesaw State University and became the Clinical Assistant Professor of 
Business Law, the Coles College’s only full-time law faculty position. 

At Kennesaw State University, Cristen focuses on teaching undergraduate and 
graduate students about the legal and ethical environment in which our world exists. 
She teaches in person and online undergraduate courses in the Legal Environment of 
Business, in Current Issues in Ethics, and graduate courses in the Legal Environment 
of Business. Cristen also coordinates all sections of the Legal Environment of Business 
course each semester for over 600 undergraduate students, and all online business law 
classes. Cristen uses her work in legal practice to bring professional experience to the 
students to see the law in action. She does this through bringing judges and 
practitioners into the classroom, having students visit local courthouses to view and 
report on actual legal cases, and by volunteering herself to aid the legal profession 
through continuing legal education. 
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DAMON ELMORE 

Damon is a Partner with Nowell Sparks, LLC in Atlanta. There, he leads the HR and 
Employment Practices Consulting Group, with a particular emphasis on non-profit, 
local government and small business clients. He has 20 years’ experience serving as a 
counselor, strategic advisor and providing HR leadership and thought partnership to 
business leaders with public and private sector clients. He is a former Vice President 
of Human Resources for a Fortune® 250 company, where he was responsible for 
rebuilding and leading the human resources function for the manufacturing, import 
parts and transportation divisions of the company in the U.S. and Canada. Specific 
responsibilities included providing strategic oversight, guidance and direction for all 
other HR functions including: general human resources controls, employee relations, 
labor relations compensation guidelines, workforce planning, investigations, 
compliance, talent management, recruitment and change/crisis management. Damon 
also served as the Director of Diversity and Employment Practices for the corporate 
parent and Associate General Counsel with its legal department. 

A native of Savannah, Georgia, Damon is a fan of pro bono and community related 
activities. Damon is a 2016 recipient of a Chief Justice Robert Benham Award for 
Community Service. For 2017, he serves as General Counsel for the Board of NAAAHR 
Atlanta and is a member of the boards of Gate City Bar Association and Lawyers for 
Equal Justice. He is a past president of the Board of Directors for the Georgia Legal 
Services Program (GLSP), and he serves as the HR Advisor for Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Metro Atlanta. Out of his business attire, he has relaunched a personal initiative to 
bike in every Georgia county (159) to raise money and awareness for Free Bikes for 
Kidz Atlanta (FB4KAtl.org). Each month he also leads Cycling for Good, another biking 
initiative aimed at getting fresh fruit, snacks and personal care items to men and 
women in need (@CyclingForGoodAtlanta - Facebook). 
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PAULA J. FREDERICK 

In September 2009 Paula Frederick was named General Counsel for the State Bar of 
Georgia, a unified bar organization with almost 45,000 members. As General 
Counsel, Ms. Frederick is responsible for interpreting the ethics rules for lawyers, 
prosecuting lawyer discipline cases, and providing legal advice to the officers and 
directors of the organization. She has served in the Office of the General Counsel for 
26 years, most recently as Deputy General Counsel for Discipline. 

Ms. Frederick is a 1982 graduate of the Vanderbilt University School of Law and a 
1979 graduate of Duke University. Prior to joining the Office of the General Counsel, 
she spent six years as a staff attorney with the Atlanta Legal Aid Society handling 
civil legal matters for low- income people. 

Ms. Frederick is a Past President of the Atlanta Bar Association and the Georgia 
Association of Black Women Attorneys. She is also an active member of the 
American Bar Association, where she sits on the Commission on the Future of Legal 
Services. She recently completed a term as Chair of the Standing Committee on 
Ethics and Professional Responsibility. In the past she has served on the ABA Board 
of Governors and chaired the ABA Diversity Center. 
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JEANINE GARVIE 

Jeanine Garvie was a partner in McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP’s 
Atlanta office n/k/a Dentons US LLP. Her practice focuses on complex 
commercial litigation, computer theft and computer trespass litigation, 
intellectual property and unfair competition litigation, computer 
software and licensing disputes and technology matters. Jeanine has 
represented many high-profile national and international clients 
across a variety of industries in both state and federal courts. 

Representative Matters 

• Represented international home building supply company in case against its 
competitor and twenty-four former employees involving computer theft, 
computer trespass, trade secret misappropriation and Georgia RICO in state 
court in Georgia. Obtained immediate ex parte injunction, interlocutory 
injunction and permanent injunction in favor of client. Case settled in 
confidential settlement agreement, including entry of a permanent injunction 
against defendants and in favor of client. 

• Represented national publishing company in false advertising, reverse passing 
off, unfair competition and breach of contract dispute in federal court in 
Florida. Obtained summary judgment based on copyright preemption under 
Section 301 of the Copyright Act as to three of plaintiff’s claims. After full jury 
trial, obtained directed verdict as to Lanham Act false advertising and reverse 
passing off claims. Court entered nominal damage award of $1.00 in case in 
which plaintiff requested in excess of $7 million from the jury. Affirmed by the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. 

• Represented software development company and individual defendants in case 
involving computer theft, trade secret, copyright, tortious interference and 
conversion pending in federal court in Illinois. Obtained dismissal of 
conversion claims against all defendants on a motion to dismiss. Obtained 
favorable settlement. 

• Represented largest mechanical contractor in the Southeastern United States 
against its competitor and former employees in computer theft, computer 
trespass, trade secret misappropriation, breach of non-disclosure and 
confidentiality agreement, RICO case pending in federal court in Georgia and 
related litigation in state court in Georgia. Obtained an order for client 
requiring the cleaning of defendants’ computer servers and hundreds of devices 
assigned to employees of defendant corporation. Case settled in a confidential 
settlement agreement, including entry of a permanent injunction against 
defendants and in favor of client. 

• Represented international German automobile manufacturer and distributor in 
Lanham Act trademark and unfair competition litigation in federal court in 
Virginia. Obtained summary judgment as to liability. After full trial on 
damages, negotiated favorable settlement. 
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• Represented financial institution in three multimillion dollar cases pending in 
federal court in New York, state court in California and federal court in Georgia 
concerning allegations of fraud, usury and breach of contract. Obtained 
summary judgment in favor of client and defeated cross-motion for summary 
judgment filed against client federal court proceedings in Georgia. Affirmed by 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit. 

• Represented international wholesale distributor against competitor and twenty-
one former employees in computer theft, computer trespass, trade secret 
misappropriation, uniform deceptive trade practice case pending in state court 
in Georgia. Obtained temporary restraining order and interlocutory injunction 
in favor of client. Case settled in a confidential settlement agreement, including 
entry of a permanent injunction against defendants and in favor of client. 

• Represented worldwide office equipment corporation in trademark 
infringement, contributory trademark infringement and false affiliation case 
against competitor in federal court in California. Obtained preliminary 
injunction after full evidentiary hearing against defendants. Obtained favorable 
settlement on behalf of client, including consent permanent injunction and 
consent judgment. 

• Represented multi-national corporation in software development dispute in 
federal court in Wisconsin involving claims for breach of contract, breach of 
warranty and fraud arising from the development and installation of a 
comprehensive warehouse management system. Negotiated favorable 
settlement on behalf of client after summary judgment briefing. 

• Represented leading Internet service provider in computer software dispute 
pending in state court in Utah involving the interpretation and application of 
various provisions in a master services agreement. Negotiated favorable 
settlement on behalf of client after full fact discovery and expert discovery. 

• Represented international fabric manufacturer in trademark infringement, 
passing off and unfair competition dispute in federal court in Georgia. 
Negotiated favorable settlement and permanent injunction in favor of client, 
including the payment of all attorneys’ fees and costs by the defendant. 

• Represented national heavyweight boxing champion, national office equipment 
manufacturer and one of the United States’ most established jewelry stores in 
domain name disputes involving misuse of trademarks. Obtained transfer of 
domain names following proceedings in the National Arbitration Forum. 

• National legal counsel in technology litigation and technology dispute matters 
for international home building supply company. 

• National legal counsel in trademark enforcement program for a major German 
automobile manufacturer and distributor. 

• National legal counsel in trademark enforcement program for national world-
wide office equipment manufacturer. 

• Represented Internet web-hosting company in breach of contract, breach of 
fiduciary duty, specific performance, breach of covenant of good faith and fair 
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dealing and injunction case in federal court in Georgia and related litigation in 
federal court in New York. Defeated opposing parties’ request for preliminary 
injunction in Georgia litigation. Obtained full dismissal of three of the six 
counts in Georgia litigation. Obtained award of sanctions against opposing 
party based on discovery abuses. Negotiated favorable settlement to fully and 
finally resolve matters. 

Practice Areas 

Litigation 
 Business Disputes/ Complex Commercial 
 Intellectual Property Litigation 
 Unfair Competition 
 Technology Litigation 
 Computer Theft and Computer Trespass 
 Trade Secret Misappropriation 
 Alternative Dispute Resolution 

Education 
 J.D., University of Georgia School of Law, cum laude, 1996 
 B.S., University of Georgia, magna cum laude, with highest honors, University of 

Georgia Honors Program, 1993 

Bar Admissions 
 State of Georgia 
 U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit 
 U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuits 
 U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia 
 Georgia Supreme Court Georgia Court of Appeals 

Professional Affiliations 
 District 5 Representative and Council Member, University of Georgia Law School 

Association Council, 2009 to present. 
 Elder, Peachtree Presbyterian Church, 2011 to present. 
 Member and Chairperson, Parents’ Council, Peachtree Presbyterian Preschool, 

2015 to the present. 
 Former President, Georgia Association of Women Lawyers, Atlanta Chapter, 

2004 to 2009, former member of Board of Directors, 2004 to 2011. 
 Former Board Member, Bobby Dodd Institute, Inc., 2007 to 2010. 
 Participant, Harvard Business School, Executive Education, Governing for 

Nonprofit Excellence, 2009. 

Publications 

Author, Honoring Pioneers in the Legal Profession in Georgia and in the United 
States, Fulton County Daily Report, Friday, October 28, 2005 
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Author, The Digital Millennium Copyright Act—Protecting Your Intellectual Property 
Rights in Cyberspace, Ubiquity, Vol. I, No. 12 (August 2000) 

Presentations 

Speaker, Enhanced Bridge the Gap, Continuing Legal Education Program, State Bar of 
Georgia, February 2015, February 2014, February 2013, February 2012 
February 2010, October 2009, 

February 2009, October 2008, February 2008 and March 2006 

Speaker, Developing Leadership, Annual Conference held by Emory University School 
of Law, Legal Association for Women Students (LAWS), January 2010 

Speaker, the Georgia Association of Women Lawyers, Annual Judicial Luncheon 
Honoring the Women of the Metropolitan Atlanta Judiciary, October 2009, 
October 2008, October 2006, and October 2005 

Speaker, Corporate Counsel Institute, Institute of Continuing Legal Education in 
Georgia, December 2008 

Speaker, University of Georgia School of Law Women's Law Student Association 
(WLSA) and Parents and Partners in Law (PAPIL) Women’s Law Panel, April 
2008 and March 2007 

Speaker, University of Georgia School of Law, Business Law Society, April 2006 and 
2007 

Faculty, National Business Institute Seminar, Litigating the Class Action Lawsuit in 
Georgia, July 2002 

Speaker, Emory University regarding the hiring and recruiting process as part of 
seminar sponsored by the Georgia Association of Women Lawyers-Emory 
(LAWS), 2002 

Chairperson for the Women in the Profession Committee, Younger Lawyers Division of 
the State Bar of Georgia, 1997–1998 
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PRESIDING JUSTICE P. HARRIS HINES 

Presiding Justice P. Harris Hines was appointed to the Supreme Court of Georgia on 
July 26, 1995, by Governor Zell Miller to succeed Willis B. Hunt, Jr., former Chief 
Justice. He was elected Presiding Justice on August 15, 2013. Prior to his appointment 
to the Supreme Court, Presiding Justice Hines served as a Superior Court judge in the 
Cobb Judicial Circuit and a State Court judge for Cobb County. 

An Atlanta native, Presiding Justice Hines graduated from Henry W. Grady High 
School in 1961. He graduated from Emory University in 1965 and received his J.D. 
degree from Emory University School of Law in 1968. 

Presiding Justice Hines was admitted to the State Bar of Georgia in 1968. He is a 
member of the American Bar Association and the Cobb Judicial Circuit Bar 
Association. He is also Second Vice President of the Old War Horse Lawyers Club, an 
Emeritus Master of the Joseph Henry Lumpkin Inn of Court, which is associated with 
the University of Georgia School of Law, a member of the Board of Visitors of the 
University of Georgia School of Law, and a fellow of the Lawyers Foundation of 
Georgia. He is a graduate of the National Judicial College. 

After graduation from law school, Presiding Justice Hines clerked for Judge E. A. 
Wright, Senior Judge of the Civil Court of Fulton County, for one year. He then joined 
the firm of Edwards, Bentley, Awtrey & Parker of Marietta, Georgia as an associate 
and later became a partner. 

Presiding Justice Hines was appointed to the State Court of Cobb County by Governor 
Jimmy Carter and was later elected to the Superior Court of the Cobb Judicial Circuit. 
He serves as Chair of the Supreme Court’s Justice for Children Committee. He is the 
Court’s liaison to the Institute of Continuing Judicial Education, the General 
Assembly, and the Office of Bar Admissions. He is Vice Chair of the Judicial Council 
and Chair of its Policy and Legislative Committee. He was appointed in 2015 as a 
member of the Judicial, District Attorney, and Circuit Public Defender Compensation 
Commission. 

Presiding Justice Hines is a former Trustee of the Kennesaw State University 
Foundation, a member and Past Distinguished President of the Kiwanis Club of 
Marietta and a Past Distinguished Lt. Governor of the Georgia District of Kiwanis 
International. He served on the inaugural Board of Directors of the Cobb-Marietta 
Girls Club and is a Past President of the Cobb County Y.M.C.A. He has participated in 
the Leadership Georgia and Leadership Atlanta programs and was selected as Cobb 
County's Most Admired Community Leader for 1993. 

Presiding Justice Hines is an elder in the First Presbyterian Church of Marietta and 
has served as Clerk of Session. He is an Eagle Scout. 

Born September 6, 1943, Presiding Justice Hines is the son of James Reuben Hines, a 
native of Leslie, Georgia and Edith Hawkins Hines, a native of Gray, Georgia. 
Presiding Justice Hines is married to the former Helen Holmes Hill of Talladega, 
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Alabama. They reside in Marietta and have two children, Mary Margaret and James 
Harris (“Hap”). Mary Margaret and her husband Clem Doyle have two children, 
Harris Clay and Charles Hines. Hap and his wife Kelly have a daughter, Edith Anne, 
and a son, P. Harris, II. 
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MEGAN HODGKISS 

Megan Hodgkiss is the owner of Hodgkiss Consulting LLC, a 
strategic communications company offering custom content for 
attorneys and small businesses. Megan is a licensed attorney, 
general civil mediator, and an experienced media professional. 
She successfully combines an extensive academic and legal 
background with more than a decade of professional media 
experience. 

Outside of the office, Megan is involved with a number of professional and academic 
societies. She serves on the boards of the Atlanta Bar Association’s Women in the 
Profession section, the Georgia Association for Women Lawyers, the GAWL 
Foundation, and the Georgia State University Communication Graduate Student 
Association. She also dedicates her time to several charities and volunteer causes. 

Megan Hodgkiss earned her J.D. from Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School. She also 
holds an M.A in Mass Communication Theory and B.A. in Telecommunication from 
Georgia State University. Currently, Megan is completing her Ph.D. in Public 
Communication at GSU; her doctoral dissertation focuses on issues related to media 
law and public policy. 
 

Contact: 

Megan Hodgkiss, Esq. hodgkissconsulting@gmail.com (678) 664-4634 

HodgkissConsulting.com 

Social Media:  

 Facebook.com/hodgkissconsulting  

 Instagram: hodgkissconsulting  

 Linkedin.com/in/meganhodgkiss  

 Twitter: @HodgkissMedia 
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ROBERT JAMES 

Robert James is the former District Attorney of DeKalb County Georgia, 
where he supervised the prosecution of 8,000 felony cases each year and 
DeKalb’s Juvenile Court. Robert gained national renown during his 
tenure as DeKalb’s top prosecutor. He was lead trial attorney in some of 
the most high profile cases in DeKalb’s history. Robert’s courtroom 
victories include but are not limited to: State v. Hemy Neuman, State v. 
Andrea Sniderman, State V. William Woodard, and State v. Burrell Ellis. 
In 2013 Robert was recognized as the News Maker of the Year by the 

Fulton County Daily Report. 

Robert is also the former Solicitor General of DeKalb County, where he supervised the 
prosecution of 13,000 misdemeanors each year. These crimes include DUI, Vehicular 
homicide and Domestic violence. He also served as the president of the Georgia 
Association Solicitors General. 

Robert is an expert trial lawyer who teaches and mentors other lawyers and law 
enforcement officials in trial techniques. He has served as a litigation instructor for the 
Prosecuting Attorneys Council of Georgia’s basic litigation course and has lectured on 
topics including lawyer ethics, opening statement and closing argument. He is also a 
former guest instructor at the Georgia Police Academy. 

From 2011 to 2016 Governor Nathan Deal appointed Robert to serve as a member of 
the Judicial Nominating Commission, where he interviewed and recommended 
lawyers for Judicial positions including, State Court, Superior Court, Georgia Court of 
Appeals and Georgia Supreme Court. Robert currently serves as a member of the State 
Bar of Georgia’s Disciplinary Rules and Procedures committee, where helps draft rules 
that governs the conduct of all lawyers in the State of Georgia. 

Robert is married to Karria James and they have four children: Brookelyn, Elizabeth, 
Robert III and Mary. Robert and his family are members of Ray of Hope Christian 
Church. 
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NATALIE ROBINSON KELLY 

Natalie Robinson Kelly is the Director of the State Bar of Georgia’s 
Law Practice Management Program. She earned her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in English with a minor in Political Science from Spelman 
College in 1990 and her Juris Doctorate degree from Atlanta’s John 
Marshall Law School in May 2016. Prior to her employment with the 
State Bar, she worked as a legal assistant to a sole practitioner; and 
held law-related positions within the hospitality, commercial real 
estate, education, and communications fields. She also formerly 

taught Law Office Management as an Adjunct Professor at Atlanta’s John Marshall 
Law School. 

At the State Bar, Natalie serves as the Staff Liaison to the Law Practice Management 
Program Advisory Committee and the Member Benefits Committee. She is an Ex-
Officio Member of the Georgia Legal Incubator Project, Lawyers for Equal Justice. She 
previously served as Staff Liaison to the Main Street Lawyers Committee. In 2005, she 
was named the State Bar of Georgia Employee of the Year. Natalie has been trained 
and certified as a Certified Consultant/Trainer for Timeslips, Amicus Attorney, Amicus 
Accounting, ABACUS Law, Clio, Credenza, Time Matters, Billing Matters, TABS3, 
PracticeMaster, and PCLaw legal software. 

She also consults and trains on several other legal and general business software 
applications. She is noted as one of the first legal technology consultants in the United 
States to be certified on multiple legal-specific applications for solo and small law 
firms. 

During her time at the State Bar, she has conducted over 1,000 practice management 
and technology consultation visits for Georgia lawyers. She has also presented in over 
15 states, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands on law practice management and law 
office technology. She has spoken on national CLE and law-related programs for the 
American Bar Association, the Association of American Law Schools, the National 
Conference of Bar Presidents, and many other legal organizations. She has also been a 
faculty member on multiple occasions for the ABA TECHSHOW and LegalTech legal 
technology conferences. In 2014, she was inducted into the prestigious College of Law 
Practice Management and in early 2015 selected as a Fastcase 50 awardee, the award 
for courageous innovators, techies, visionaries, and leaders. 

Natalie also writes extensively and is a regular contributor to the Georgia Bar Journal, 
the Law Practice Management Program’s departmental newsletters, and other 
national, ABA, and State Bar publications. She co-authors the blog, the Georgia 
Practice Advisor. She authored the chapters When and How to Use Technology 
Consultants in Flying Solo: A Survival for the Solo and Small Firm Lawyer, 4th Edition 
and How to Make Your Bills a Rainmaking Tool in How to Capture and Keep Clients: 
Marketing Strategies for Lawyers. One of her law school exams for the Law Office 
Management course at Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School was published in the 
Instructor’s Manual for the casebook, Materials and Cases on Law Practice 
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Management: a Learning Tool for Law Students (Thomas McKnight Steele - 
Lexis/Nexis). 

Nationally, she is active in her association with the American Bar Association’s Law 
Practice Division and the General Practice, Solo and Small Firm Divisions. In the Law 
Practice Division, Natalie served as Chair of the 2014 ABA TECHSHOW Planning 
Board, and led an audience of over 2,000 attendees and 100 vendors to an award-
selling year for the program. 

She is a past Chair of the Practice Management Advisors Committee, and a past Co-
Chair of the Education Board. She also previously served on the Law Practice 
Division’s Nominating Committee; Publishing Board; Diversity Committee; 
Membership and Marketing Committee; Content Community; Local and State Bar 
Outreach Committee; and the 2004, 2005, 2006, 2012 and 2013 ABA TECHSHOW 
Planning Boards. Currently, she is an Ex-Officio Member of the Division’s Council, and 
a Member of the Legal Technology Resource Center (LTRC) Board, and the State and 
Local Bar Outreach Committee. In the General Practice, Solo and Small Firm Division, 
she is a Past Member of the Editorial Board for the GPSolo Magazine’s Technology and 
Practice Guide. She also holds membership in the National Bar Association; and the 
National Association of Bar Executives, where she served on the Sponsorship 
Committee. She also served as an Advisory Board Member for the lawyer coaching 
firm, ATTICUS, Inc. 

Locally, Natalie is an Associate Member of the Georgia Association of Black Women 
Attorneys, and previously served as the State Bar Liaison to the Atlanta Chapter of the 
National Association of Legal Administrators. She was also a member of multiple law 
school student organizations. 

Natalie resides in Atlanta with her husband Charles, and three daughters, Roschelle, 
Charlise, and Christina. She can be followed on Twitter at @NatalieRKelly, linked to on 
LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com/pub/natalie-r-kelly/3/815/75b/, telephoned at 404-
527-8770, or emailed at nataliek@gabar.org. 
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SETH KIRSCHENBAUM 

Mr. Kirschenbaum has practiced criminal defense law since leaving the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Atlanta in 1984. He was President of the Atlanta Bar Association from 2001-
2002 and has been a member of the Board of Governors of the State Bar of Georgia 
since 2004. He served on the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, as Chair 
of the Atlanta Judicial Commission, and as Vice-Chair of the Atlanta Citizens Review 
Board. Currently, Mr. Kirschenbaum is the Chair of BASICS, a State Bar of Georgia 
sponsored re-entry training program for prisoners within six months of release from 
incarceration. 

In 2001, Mr. Kirschenbaum hosted a retreat for fifty lawyers from diverse 
backgrounds that lead to the creation of the Multi-Bar Leadership Council. In 2007, 
Mr. Kirschenbaum received an award from the Multi-Bar Leadership Council for 
promoting diversity in the legal profession, and in 2008 he received the Charles E. 
Watkins, Jr., Award from the Atlanta Bar Association for distinguished and sustained 
service to the Bar. In 2011, Mr. Kirschenbaum received the Randolph Thrower 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Committee to Promote Inclusion in the 
Profession of the State Bar of Georgia. Mr. Kirschenbaum was rated as one of the top 
ten lawyers in Georgia by Super Lawyers in 2013. 
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PATRICK E. LONGAN 

Professor Longan holds the W.A. Bootle Chair in Ethics and Professionalism in the 
Practice of Law at the Walter F. George School of Law of Mercer University. Professor 
Longan teaches Mercer’s first year course on professionalism, the upper-level Law of 
Lawyering course, Jurisdiction and Judgments, and Judicial Field Placement. He 
currently serves as a member of the Georgia Chief Justice’s Commission on 
Professionalism, the Advisory Board for the National Institute for Teaching Ethics and 
Professionalism, and the Formal Advisory Opinion Board of the State Bar of Georgia. 
Professor Longan received the 2005 National Award for Innovation and Excellence in 
Teaching Professionalism from the Conference of Chief Justices, the ABA Standing 
Committee on Professional Responsibility, and the Burge Endowment for Legal Ethics. 
In his academic career, Professor Longan has also taught at Stetson University, the 
University of Florida, Southern Methodist University, the Charleston School of Law, 
John Marshall Law School, and Georgia State University School of Law. Before 
entering law teaching, Professor Longan served as a law clerk to Senior United States 
District Judge Bernard M. Decker in Chicago and practiced law with the firm of 
Andrews & Kurth in Dallas, Texas. 
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DAVID LEFKOWITZ 

David Lefkowitz graduated from Columbia University with a B.A. in 1985 and earned 
his J.D. from Emory University School of Law in 1988. The Lefkowitz Firm, LLC, 
represents individuals and corporations in their claims for legal malpractice (legal 
negligence) and similar claims such as breach of fiduciary duty, executor misconduct 
and ethical misconduct by attorneys and other fiduciaries. The firm also represents 
attorneys and law firms with regard to risk management and attorney’s fee disputes. 
David is an adjunct professor of legal malpractice law at the University of Georgia 
School of Law and is a frequent speaker at continuing legal education seminars. David 
has offices in Atlanta, Georgia and Athens, Georgia. 
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PATRICIA A. MCKENZIE 

Patricia A. McKenzie is a 2007 graduate of the Shepard Broad 
Law Center at Nova Southeastern University in Davie, Florida. 
She was admitted to practice law in Georgia in November, 2007. 
Law school aside, she has resided in Metro Atlanta for over 26 
years; though she was born and raised in Jamaica. Ms. McKenzie 
is a strong, diligent, focused and passionate advocate for her 
clients. Ms. McKenzie zealously represents clients in the areas of 
Immigration and Domestic Relations. She is an experienced 
immigration attorney who focuses on Immigration Deportation 
Defense, Family Petitions and Non-Immigrant Visas. 

Ms. McKenzie is a member of the American Immigration Lawyers Association – GA/AL 
Chapter, the Gwinnett County Bar Association, and the Georgia Association of Women 
Lawyers. She serves as a member of the Leadership Committee for the Georgia 
Association of Women Lawyers and is a graduate of GAWL Leadership Academy, Class 
of 2014. 

Ms. McKenzie provides pro bono assistance to mentally incompetent Respondents in 
Removal Proceedings. Ms. McKenzie also volunteers with the Gwinnett Pro Bono 
Project. Ms. McKenzie is a passionate legal professional with a servant’s heart that 
persistently seeks positive results for her clients. Ms. McKenzie practices mainly in 
DeKalb, Cobb, Fulton, Forsyth, and Gwinnett counties and all Immigration courts and 
offices. 

LAW OFFICES OF PATRICIA A. MCKENZIE IMMIGRATION  
AND FAMILY LAW PRIMARILY  
306 South Perry Street 
Lawrenceville, GA 30046  
770.910.7161OFFICE 
678.254.1793 FAX 
pmckenzie@attorneypatmck.com  
www.attorneypatmck.com 
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PATRICK T. O’CONNOR 

Patrick T. O'Connor is the managing partner of Oliver Maner LLP in 
Savannah, Georgia. He is a graduate of Auburn University (‘78) and 
the University of Georgia Law School (‘81). Mr. O’Connor’s practice 
concentrates on mediation, general civil litigation for plaintiffs and 
defendants, the defense of civil rights claims and the defense of legal 
malpractice and other professional negligence claims. Mr. O'Connor 
is licensed to practice in all Georgia courts and numerous federal 
courts including the Georgia Supreme Court, the U.S. Supreme Court, 
the Courts of Appeals for the Sixth, Eleventh and Federal Circuits, 
and the United States Court of Federal Claims. 

Mr. O'Connor was installed as the 54th President of the State Bar of Georgia in June 
2016. He previously served as President-Elect and Treasurer of the State Bar of Georgia 
(2015- 2016). Mr. O'Connor served as the 1995-96 President of the Savannah Bar 
Association and has served as President of the Young Lawyers Section of the Savannah 
Bar Association. He is a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers and a member 
of the American Board of Trial Advocates. Mr. O'Connor has served as a member of the 
Board of Governors of the State Bar of Georgia and the Executive Committee of the 
State Bar of Georgia. Mr. O'Connor has served as the Chairman of the Southern District 
of Georgia Lawyers Advisory Committee and is currently a member of the 11th Circuit 
Lawyer Qualifications Committee. He has also been appointed by the Georgia Supreme 
Court to serve as a Mentor in The State Bar of Georgia's Transition Into Law Practice 
Program. 

Mr. O'Connor has been listed in The Best Lawyers in America (in the categories of 
commercial litigation, legal malpractice law and alternative dispute resolution) for 
more than 10 years. He has been named one of the Top 100 Georgia Super Lawyers by 
Atlanta Magazine, has been listed in the Super Lawyers’ Corporate Counsel Edition, 
and has received an "AV" rating from Martindale-Hubbell for many years. Mr. 
O’Connor has also been recognized as a member of the Georgia Legal Elite by Georgia 
Trend Magazine and has been recognized by Best Lawyers in several categories. 
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RITA PAYNE 

Director of Fee Arbitration State Bar of Georgia 

State Bar of Georgia – 39 years  
Director of Fee Arbitration 

Georgia State University - BBA in Finance  

Arbitrator – Better Business Bureau  

Citizen Review Panel - Juvenile Court 
Past Chairperson 

American Bar Association 
Former Vice Chairperson – Associates Division/Alternative Dispute Resolution 

 National Association Bar Executives 

American Bar Association 
Center for Professional Responsibility 

American Bar Association 
Client Protection 
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HENRY M. QUILLIAN III 

Taylor English allows me to practice and bill from the viewpoint 
of the client – seeking success with fairness in every 
engagement. 

Henry M. Quillian III nationally litigates, arbitrates and solves 
commercial disputes in the construction, real estate, insurance, 
intellectual property and general business sectors. He was voted 

by peers as a Top 100 lawyer for seven consecutive years in Georgia Super Lawyers’ poll 
and has been selected since 1997 as one of Georgia’s Legal Elite by Georgia Trend 
Magazine. From 2013 to 2016, he was selected for the "Best Lawyers in America." He is 
"AV" rated by Martindale-Hubbell®. 

Mr. Quillian has a depth of knowledge in the construction industry that he regularly 
uses to benefit contractors, owners and subcontractors and he has chaired the Atlanta 
Bar Association Construction Law Section. A Duke University engineering-educated 
patent lawyer, he also litigates trademark, patent, trade secret misappropriation and 
personal injury product liability cases. He has successfully handled antitrust, insurance 
coverage, marble mining, RICO, shareholder rights and covenant not-to- compete cases. 
He has served the Federal Bar Association as national general counsel, as Atlanta 
Chapter president and as National Younger Lawyers chair. 

Mr. Quillian has succeeded in handling multimillion-dollar litigation across the nation 
and internationally, including many cases with numerous parties. He also acts as a 
mediator and arbitrator providing services through Bay Mediation & Arbitration 
Services LLC. 

Mr. Quillian is an elder of Northwest Presbyterian Church and a Scoutmaster. He 
married in 1985 and is a father of two. 

Memberships 

 Atlanta Bar Association, Construction Section Chair, 2004-2005;  

 Litigation Section; Intellectual Property Section 

 Federal Bar Association, National General Counsel, 1998-2000, Atlanta Chapter 
President, 1996-1997, National Younger Lawyers Chair, 1997-1998;  

 Atlanta Chapter Executive Committee, 1989-2006;  

 Atlanta Chapter Advisory Council, 2006-present, Member, 1988-present 

 American Intellectual Property Law Association, Member, 1984-present 

 State Bar of Georgia, Intellectual Property Law Section, General Practice & Trial 
Law Section 

 Litigation Counsel of America, Fellow 

Community Involvement 

 Phoenix District Merit Badge Clinic Chair 2010-2015 

 Assistant Scoutmaster, Boy Scouts of America, Troop 197, 2007-present 
Cubmaster, Boy Scouts of America, Pack 197, 2006 

 Elder of Northwest Presbyterian Church, 1994-1997, 2004-2006, 2015-2017 
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Experience 

Arris Group, Inc. v. British Telecommunications PLC. Represented defendant 
telecommunications conglomerate in patent declaratory judgment action concerning six 
cable network data prioritization patents it owned. Achieved dismissal of case initially 
for lack of subject matter jurisdiction under declaratory judgment act and after reversal 
at the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals, achieved dismissal for lack of personal 
jurisdiction.  

Woodward Construction, Inc. v. For 1031 Summit Woods I, LLC, et al. After a 
six week jury trial presenting 17 consolidated, yet individually proved plaintiff’s cases, 
obtained a civil conspiracy to defraud verdict in the total amount of $3.5 million on 
behalf of each of 17 investors in a commercial building arising from fraud in the 
financing of the purchase. In the same trial, obtained judgment for an additional 
$500,000 in punitive damages against the syndicator. 

Eucebia Lopez Carbajal and 24 other Plaintiffs v. Williams Erection 
Company, The Atlanta Botanical Garden, Inc., Atlas Piers of Atlanta, Inc. et 
al. Successfully resolved 16 lawsuits brought by 25 injured plaintiffs and one 
descendant's estate who fell when the canopy walk under construction fell at The 
Atlanta Botanical Gardens. There were 11 defendants in this set of cases. 

Expanded Technologies, Inc. v. Wallner Tooling/Expac, Inc. Represented 
Expanded Technologies, a leading manufacturer of expanded metals for the HVAC filter 
industry, in a suit for declaratory judgments of non-infringement, invalidity and 
unenforceability of patent held by competitor. The litigation resulted in in a favorable 
confidential settlement. 

SRB Southeastern Real Estate Investors, LLC v. Jean Luc Liverato and 
Expanded Technologies, Inc. Defended factory and factory owner in nuisance claim 
by condominium developer asserting that factory caused condominiums to vibrate, thus 
deterring sales of many units. Forestalled injunction for year, while plant relocated and 
expanded. Assisted client in negotiation of design build contract for very large 
warehouse in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Pillon Communities, Inc. v. Faircloth Homes, Inc., G. Eddie Faircloth, 
Houseplans, Inc., and Craig Peel. Recovered and obtained injunction for large 
home builder for copyright infringement of architectural plans. 

Nadia Bermudez v. Habitat for Humanity International, Inc and Habitat for 
Humanity - Atlanta, Inc. Won summary judgment so convincingly for the defendant 
in wrongful death action arising from trenching accident that plaintiff did not appeal. 

GMRI, Inc. v. Benchmark Contracting, Inc and Calvin Jones. Obtained $1.3 
Million judgment on behalf of nationwide restaurant chain against defaulting 
contractor. 

Aim Steel, Inc. v. Umi Eretz, Inc. and Quality Iron Fabricators, Inc. Won 
summary judgment for steel subcontractor on contention that client was alter ego of 
another corporation and succeeded in staying arbitration against client. 
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Atlanta Electrical Distributors, LLC v. Choate Construction Company, 
Fidelity and Deposit Company of Maryland, et al. Recovered on payment bond 
claim for electrical components distributor on the UGA Fraternity Row project. 

Services 

 Construction 

 Litigation and Dispute Resolution Intellectual Property 

 Financial Institutions Insurance Manufacturing 

 Non-Profit Retail Staffing 

Education 

 University of Georgia School of Law, JD, cum laude, 1988 

 Duke University, BSE, Mechanical Engineering, magna cum laude, 1985 

Bar Admissions 

 Georgia 

 District of Columbia 

 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Courts & Adjudicative Bodies 

 Supreme Court of Georgia 

 U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia 

 U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Georgia 

 U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit 

 U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit 

 U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit 

 U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit 

 U.S. Supreme Court 

Accolades 

 Litigation Counsel of America, 2015 

 Martindale-Hubbell AV® Preeminent™ Peer Review Rated 

 "2013 Top Lawyer" in Construction and Intellectual Property, American Lawyer 
Media and Martindale-Hubbell 

 Best Lawyers in America® 2013-2017  

 Georgia Super Lawyers Top 100 2009-2016 

 Georgia Trend Legal Elite, Intellectual Property 2007-2010, General Practice 
Trial Law 

 2012-2014, Construction/Real Estate 2015-2016 

 Georgia Super Lawyers 2004-2016 

 America’s Top 100 Attorneys®, Lifetime Achievement, 2016 

Speaking Engagements 

 "Document and Strategy Considerations When Filing a Lawsuit," 2017 Beginning 
Lawyers Program, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta, Ga., February 27, 2017 

Speaker Biographies
29 of 46



 "A Practical Guide to Enforcing Mechanics’ Lien And Payment Bond Rights While 
Avoiding Waiver In Georgia," Lien Law Review, Atlanta, Ga., November 3, 2016 

 "Georgia's Right to Repair Act and What it Means for Your Clients," Construction 
Law for the General Practitioner, Institute of Continuing Legal Education in 
Georgia Seminar, Atlanta, Ga., April 14, 2016 

 "Starting a Lawsuit: The Whys and Wherefores of Required Procedures and 
Documents," 2016 Beginning Lawyers Program, State Bar of Georgia, Atlanta, 
Ga., February 22, 2016 

 "What the Hell Did He Just Say?: Decoding Litigation Speak," National Air 
Filtration Association, Key West, Fla., August 27, 2015 

 "Georgia's Right to Repair Act and What it Means for Your Clients," ICLE 
Construction Law for the General Practitioner, Atlanta, Ga., April 14, 2015 

 "Starting a Lawsuit: The Whys and Wherefores of Required Procedures and 
Documents," Beginning Lawyers Program, State Bar of Georgia, February 23, 
2015 

 "Construction Law for the General Practitioner," ICLE, Construction, 2014 
Lorman AIA Contracts, April 25, 2014 

 "Starting a Lawsuit: The Whys and Wherefores of Required Procedure," ICLE GA 
Beginning Lawyers Program, February 25, 2014 

 "Construction Law for the General Practitioner," ICLE, Construction, 2013 

 "AIA Construction Contracts," Lorman Education Services, Construction, 2013 

 "Starting a Lawsuit: The Whys and Wherefores of Required Procedures and 
Documents," ICLE, Atlanta, Ga., February 25, 2013 

 "AIA Contracts: Analysis and Interpretation of AIA Standard Contract Forms," 
AIA Seminar, Atlanta, Ga., January 25, 2013 

 AIA Construction Contracts, 2012 

 Transition to the Practice of Law Seminar, State Bar of Georgia, 2012 

 "Construction Law for the General Practicioner," Atlanta Bar Association, 
Construction, 2011 Moderator, Speaker, "Comparing AIA and ConsensusDOCs," 
Lorman Education Services, 2009 "Construction Law for the General 
Practitioner," ICLE Georgia, 2009 

 "Comparing 2007 AIA Contracts to 1997 AIA Contracts," Lorman Education 
Services, 2007 "Construction Law Through the Lens of the AIA Form Contracts," 
Lorman Education Services, 2004 

 "When Disaster Strikes: The Essential Elements of Surety Bonds and Surety 
Claims," Steamboat Springs Atlanta Bar Association (SkiLE), March 2000 

 "Danger: Your Payment Bond May Nix Your Subcontract," Steamboat Springs 
Atlanta Bar Association (SkiLE), March 2000 

 "Trade Secrets as a Shackle to Employee Mobility," Construction Management 
Association of America, 1993 

Publications 

 "Construction Executives: Talk Less and Listen More for an Effective 
Deposition," Construction Executive Risk Management, October 11, 2016 

 "Theories of Entitlement to Cost Recovery Under International Construction 
Contracts," International Federation of Consulting Engineers, 1989 
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 "Proof and Presentation of Damages," International Federation of Consulting 
Engineers, 1989 

Headlines 

 "17 Taylor English Attorneys Achieve Top Recognition in 2016 Super Lawyers 
Business Edition," Atlanta Citybizlist, December 16, 2016 

 "17 Taylor English Attorneys Achieve Top Recognition in 2016 Super Lawyers 
Business Edition," Patch, 

 December 16, 2016 

 "22 Taylor English Attorneys Named Among Georgia Trend's 2016 Legal Elite," 
Patch, December 16, 2016 

 "22 Taylor English Attorneys Named Among Georgia Trend's 2016 Legal Elite," 
Atlanta Citybizlist, December 16, 2016 

 "19 Taylor English Attorneys Named Among Best Lawyers in America," Atlanta 
Citybizlist, August 17, 2016 "19 Taylor English Attorneys Named Among Best 
Lawyers in America," Patch, August 17, 2016 

 "How You Can Build a Better Book of Business," Law360, January 6, 2016 

 WSB News features attorney Henry M. Quillian III on use of Georgia RICO law to 
recover embezzled assets (video), October 20, 2010 

 Marietta Daily Journal Interviews Taylor English Attorney Henry Quillian on use 
of Georgia RICO Statute to Help Client Recover Embezzled Assets, October 16, 
2010 

News Releases 

 17 Taylor English Attorneys Achieve Top Recognition in 2016 Super Lawyers 
Business Edition, December 15, 2016 

 22 Taylor English Attorneys Named Among Georgia Trend's 2016 Legal Elite, 
December 13, 2016 19 Taylor English Attorneys Named Among Best Lawyers in 
America, August 15, 2016 

 26 Taylor English Attorneys Named Among Georgia Super Lawyers for 2016, 
February 19, 2016 11 Taylor English Attorneys Named Among Legal Elite by 
Georgia Trend, December 1, 2015 

 18 Taylor English Attorneys Named Among Best Lawyers in America, August 17, 
2015 

 24 Taylor English Attorneys Achieve Top Recognition in 2015 Georgia Super 
Lawyers, February 20, 2015 17 Taylor English Duma Attorneys Included as Legal 
Elite by Georgia Trend Magazine, December 1, 2014 14 Taylor English Attorneys 
Recognized Among Best Lawyers in America, August 18, 2014 

 20 Taylor English Attorneys Selected as 2013 Georgia Super Lawyers and Rising 
Stars, February 21, 2013 17 Taylor English Attorneys Listed Among Georgia 
Trend's 2012 Legal Elite, December 5, 2012 

 10 Taylor English Attorneys Selected Among Best Lawyers in America for 2013, 
August 24, 2012 16 Taylor English Attorneys Named Georgia Super Lawyers, 
February 28, 2012 
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 13 Attorneys from Taylor English featured in Georgia Trend’s "Legal Elite" 
Rankings, December 16, 2010 Eight Taylor English Attorneys Named Georgia 
Super Lawyers, March 4, 2010 

 Six Taylor English Lawyers Named 'Legal Elite' by Georgia Trend Magazine, 
November 4, 2009 Henry M. Quillian III Joins Taylor English Law Firm, July 31, 
2009 

Community Involvement 
"Why I… Sit on the Board of the Oldest Historically African-American Presbyterian 

Seminary," Daily Report, January 3, 2014 

Contact 
1600 Parkwood Circle, Suite 200 
Atlanta, Georgia 30339 
678.336.7184 
hquillian@taylorenglish.com 
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HEATHER RIGGS 

Heather was adopted, and from an early age her first impression of what an attorney 
did was to make families. She decided then and there to pursue a career doing exactly 
that. After graduating from law school she started a successful adoption practice, and 
developed business using technology and the internet. Although she believed it was the 
norm, she realized her friends and colleagues were struggling with their own digital 
marketing. Heather realized she was uniquely situated as a subject matter expect and 
as someone who could navigate compliance; the perfect person to serve her profession 
by providing website content, blogging, and social media management to lawyers and 
law firms. And so, in October of 2013, MindMeld Marketing was born. 

Heather has a law degree from John Marshall Law School in Atlanta and a Bachelor of 
Science degree from Clayton State University where she studied psychology, women’s 
studies, theater, and philosophy. She chose both schools because of their small size, 
but large international presence. Heather has taken courses in a variety of other 
countries across six contents including England, Scotland, France, Greece, Portugal, 
Panama, Tahiti, New Zealand, Australia, China, and Hong Kong in undergrad and 
Ireland, Northern Ireland, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Argentina, Malta, 
Cyprus, and Tanzania in graduate school. 

Heather holds a professional leadership position with the State Bar of Georgia’s Young 
Lawyers Division. A Georgia native, Heather is an only child who spends her time 
traveling, brunching, vintaging, and hashtagging. 
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SHANNON M. SPRINKLE 

Shannon Sprinkle is the Managing Partner of Carlock, Copeland and 
Stair and a partner in the commercial litigation practice group. She 
handles a wide variety of litigation matters in State and Federal Courts. 
Shannon regularly defends cases and claims alleging professional 
negligence, malpractice, wrongful death, and product liability. 
Shannon is frequently retained before litigation to help evaluate and 
control exposure to potential claims and also represents clients before 
various licensing and review agencies. 

For the past ten years, Shannon has focused her practice primarily on 
professional malpractice and real estate related claims. She has substantial experience 
defending legal malpractice claims arising out of: litigation, family law, business 
organization, estate matters, real estate transactions, and commercial transactions. She 
also frequently defends accounting malpractice claims involving: tax preparation, 
consulting, compilations, reviews, audits, and breach of fiduciary duty claims. 

Shannon also defends law firms, lenders, and other businesses against individual and 
class- action claims for alleged violations of consumer protection statutes, such as the 
Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, Truth in Lending Act, Real Estate Settlement 
Procedures Act, Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, and others. She also provides compliance and 
risk management advice in these areas, as well as data and privacy breach claims. 

Shannon frequently participates in and speaks at seminars on professional ethics and 
malpractice, and has authored several papers targeted toward malpractice avoidance. 
For several years she co-presented an annual risk management seminar for the insureds 
of a large national insurer. Shannon annually attends several national professional 
malpractice conferences to keep abreast of emerging trends and legal developments. 

From 2006-2007 and from 2009-2016, Shannon has been an honoree on the Georgia 
Rising Stars® list, voted by her peers as one of Atlanta’s best young lawyers. In order to 
be honored on the Georgia Rising Stars list, an attorney must be age 40 or younger, or in 
practice for 10 years or less. Only 2.5 percent of the attorneys in Georgia are honored on 
the Georgia Rising Stars list. Shannon is a 2016 honoree in The Daily Report list of 25 
lawyers who are “On the Rise.” 

Education 

 Tulane Law School, J.D., 2001, cum laude 

 University of Florida, B.A., 1998, with honors 

Admitted To Practice 
Georgia, 2001 

Professional Activities & Memberships 

 American Bar Association 

 Tort Trial and Insurance Practice Section, Professionals' Officers' & Directors' 
Liability Committee 
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 Ethics & Professionalism Committee Atlanta Bar Association 

 Bleckley Inn of Court, Barrister 

 Standing Committee on Lawyers’ Professional Responsibility, Georgia State Case 
Reporter State Bar of Georgia 

 Young Lawyers Division Litigation Committee Professional Liability 
Underwriting Society 
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JOHN W. STAPLETON 

Jack Stapleton is an associate in the Fisher Phillips Atlanta office. 
He represents management in all areas of labor and employment 
law in state and federal courts as well as before state and federal 
agencies. 

Jack handles a wide range of employment-related issues including 
discrimination, harassment, wrongful termination, retaliation, wage and hour claims 
and collective actions. Jack’s practice also includes counseling and litigation in the area 
of trade secrets, non- competition agreements, and restrictive covenants. 

While in law school, Jack was Symposium Editor of the Georgia Law Review, and 
completed a judicial externship at the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of 
Georgia. Jack also wrote an article analyzing the intersection of social media and 
employment relations that was selected for publication in the New York Business Law 
Journal. 

News 
Fisher Phillips Atlanta Office Attorneys Attend Lambda Legal Event, 9.29.13 

Practices 

 Litigation of Employment Disputes 

 Employment Discrimination and Harassment 

 Wage and Hour Law 

 Prevention and Compliance Programs 

 Covenants Not to Compete 

 Unfair Competition and Trade Secrets Litigation 

Education 

 University of Georgia School of Law, J.D. 2013, cum laude  

 University of Georgia, B.B.A. 2010 

Bar Admissions 
Georgia  

Court Admissions 

 U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit 

 U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Georgia 
 Georgia Supreme Court  

 Georgia Court of Appeals 

Seminars & Speaking Engagements 

 Handling an EEOC Charge, Lanier Charter Career Academy 2723 Tumbling 
Creek Rd Gainesville, GA, 8.16.16 

 2016 West Georgia HR Academy Part 1, The Burson Center 500 Old Bremen Rd., 
Carrollton, GA 30117, 6.15.16 
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 5th Annual Southeastern Employment Law Certificate Series 2016 3.18.16 

 Hot HR Topics: What's New in 2015 5.14.15 

 Southeastern Conference of Dental Laboratories 3.27.15 

 What's New in Wage-Hour 3.20.15 

 Employee Discipline for Off-Duty Conduct 12.9.14 

 Breaking Bad Employee Behavior: Drugs, Alcohol, Medical Marijuana, Cigarettes, 
Cursing, Social Media, Attire, Tattoos, Piercings, Body Odor, And More, 9.29.14 

 BLR Webinar: Disaster Recovery Webinar, 8.13.14 

 BLR Interactive Webinar: Emergency Management Summit Webinar, 3.26.14 

 Employee Discipline for Off-Duty Conduct 3.9.14 

Articles 

 Another Court Adopts "Primary Beneficiary" Internship Analysis 9.24.15 

 Employee Off-Duty Conduct: Can You Enforce Workplace Policies Outside Of 
Work? 4.16.14 

 Fashion or Faith? Dress & Appearance Policies Under Title VII, CU 
Management, 10.2.14 

 Keeping Kosher Under Religious Accommodation Laws, Easy Small Business 
HR, 7.24.14 
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CARMEN R. TOLEDO 

Carmen Toledo is a partner in the Atlanta office of King & 
Spalding where she concentrates her practice on toxic tort, 
environmental and other litigation matters. She has handled 
individual, mass joinder and class action cases, both at the trial and 
appellate levels. Her cases have dealt with pesticides and various 
other substances, including asbestos, vinyl chloride, toxaphene, 
ethoprop, propyl mercaptan, silica, formaldehyde, chlordane, 
dioxin, chlorine, TCE and other solvents. Representative toxic tort 
clients include Union Carbide, Georgia-Pacific, Hercules (now 

Ashland), Fort James, Dow and Dow AgroSciences. Ms. Toledo also has been involved 
in product liability cases for various clients such as GSK, General Motors, GMAC/MIC, 
Searle and Wendy’s. 

Ms. Toledo’s recent experience includes: 

 Representing a carbon black manufacturer in mass joinder lawsuits filed 
in West Virginia by hundreds of current and former neighbors, asserting 
nuisance, trespass, negligence and medical monitoring claims. 

 Representing Union Carbide Corporation as part of a national coordinating 
counsel team in individual and class action litigation in nineteen states, 
involving personal injury, wrongful death, medical monitoring and fraud claims 
arising from alleged exposure to vinyl chloride. The cases have ranged from a 
purported class action in New Jersey to alleged individual occupational and 
consumer exposure cases. 

 Represented Union Carbide Corporation in class action and mass joinder cases 
in Tennessee state court brought by over 300 individuals alleging personal 
injuries from exposure to hazardous chemicals while working in Mississippi. 
The cases were voluntarily dismissed after defendants filed motions to dismiss. 

 Representing a forestry products company in a mass joinder Mississippi 
property damage and personal injury lawsuit, and in the appeal after the action 
was dismissed in federal court. Approximately 40 residents alleged that, before 
they purchased their properties, the properties were used as a landfill, and that 
they were exposed to hazardous waste allegedly disposed on the properties. 
Fraud and conspiracy claims were dismissed first, and then injunctive relief 
claims. The remaining tort claims have been stayed and the case 
administratively closed. 

 Represented the operator of a wastewater treatment facility in a class action and 
related individual action asserting nuisance and trespass claims based on the 
alleged release of odors from the facility.  

 Representing a defense contractor in a class action filed by relatives of 
employees claiming personal injuries from alleged secondary exposure to 
beryllium. The case was successfully removed to federal court and all claims 
against the client were voluntarily dismissed after victories in initial dispositive 
motions. 

Speaker Biographies
38 of 46



 Successfully defending Hercules Incorporated in a number of Georgia, 
Mississippi and Texas cases involving alleged exposure to toxaphene and other 
chemicals. In several of these actions, plant neighbors sought damages for 
personal injuries and property damages and asserted “environmental justice” 
claims. 

 Acting as co-lead counsel in the trial of a nuisance and trespass case which 
resulted in a complete defense verdict. 

 Coordinating settlement of complex property damage class actions with the aid 
of geographic information system (“GIS”) technology. 

 Successfully defending efforts to certify a state-wide breast implant class action. 

 Representing a New York investment banker in the appeal of summary 
judgment on his fraud and breach of fiduciary duty claims against his former 
wife’s father and brother. The Eleventh Circuit reversed the summary judgment. 
The case involved questions of first impression under both Florida and New 
York law. 

 Recovering substantial attorneys’ fees on behalf of an insurance client for 
abusive litigation by plaintiffs’ counsel. 

 Drafting the appellate briefing on a nuisance and trespass case for a chemical 
manufacturer which led to a state Supreme Court decision reversing a seven-
figure jury verdict and rendering judgment in the company’s favor. 

Practice Areas 
 Toxic Tort Litigation 
 Product Liability 
 Environmental Litigation 
 Appellate 

Published Cases 
 Taylor v. American Chemistry Council, 576 F.3d 16 (1st Cir. 2009). 
 Carroll v. Fort James Corp., 470 F.3d 1171 (5th Cir. 2006). 
 Urfirer v. Cornfeld, 408 F.3d 710 (11th Cir. 2005). 
 Nelson v. Freightliner, LLC, 154 Fed. Appx. 98, 2005 WL 2981959 (11th Cir. 

2005). 
 McCormick v. Halliburton Co., No. CIV–11–1272–M, 2012 WL 3961822 

(W.D. Okla. Sept. 10, 2012). 
 Taylor v. Airco, 503 F. Supp. 2d 432 (D. Mass. 2007). 
 Taylor v. Airco, 494 F. Supp.2d 21 (D. Mass. 2007). 
 Wells v. Radiator Specialty Co., 413 F. Supp. 2d 778 (S.D. Miss. 2006). 
 Parker v. Brush Wellman, Inc., 377 F. Supp. 2d 1290, 2006 WL 587701 (N.D. Ga. 

2005). 
 In re Air Bags Prods. Liab. Litig., 7 F. Supp. 2d 792 (E.D. La. 1998). 
 Lugue v. Hercules Inc., 12 F. Supp. 2d 1351 (S.D. Ga. 1997). 
 Joiner v. Hercules Inc., 169 F.R.D. 695 (S.D. Ga. 1996). 
 Georgia-Pacific Corp. v. Carter, 371 Ark. 295, 265 S.W.3d 107 (Ark. 2007). 
 Battee v. APG, Inc., 385 Md. 258, 867 A.2d 1119 (Md. 2005). 
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 Ontario Sewing Machine Co., Ltd. v. Smith, 275 Ga. 683, 572 S.E.2d 533 (Ga. 
2002) (Amicus Curiae brief). 

 Rose v. Fife, 207 Cal. App. 3d 760, 255 Cal. Rptr. 440 (Cal. Ct. App. 1989). 

Publications and Presentations 
 “What All the Fuss Is About”: The Supreme Court Confirms Property Owners’ 

Right to Challenge EPA Compliance Orders Issued pursuant to the Clean Water 
Act, in DRI TODAY (Mar. 26, 2012), http://www.dritoday.org/Default.aspx, and in THE 
COURT REPORTER (Mar. 26, 2012), http://www.dritoday.org/commentary.aspx?ID=164. 

 Sackett v. EPA: The Supreme Court Hears Argument in Wetlands Case, THE 
COURT REPORTER (Jan. 12, 2012), http://www.dritoday.org/commentary.aspx?ID=151. 

 Regulatory Definitions of Toxicity: Recent Developments and Court Opinions, 
article and presentation at Toxic Torts Program, Institute of Continuing Legal 
Education in Georgia (Sept. 30, 2011). 

 Fox v. Vice: The Supreme Court Clarifies What It Takes for a Defendant to 
Obtain an Award of Attorneys’ Fees Under 42 U.S.C. § 1988, THE COURT 
REPORTER (June 9, 2011), http://dritoday.org/commentary.aspx?ID=129. 

 Panelist, “Ethics and Implant Pathology / How can courts trying biomaterial 
cases be made to serve justice with valid and relevant science? – Justice vs. 
Science: Biomaterials in the Courtroom,” SOCIETY FOR BIOMATERIALS, 
Annual Meeting and Exposition, San Antonio, Texas (April 2009). 

 Taking the Pulse: An Update on Medical Monitoring, article and presentation at 
DEFENSE RESEARCH INSTITUTE TOXIC TORT & ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 
CONFERENCE, New Orleans (February 2008). 

Diversity, Mentoring and Women’s Issues 
 Panelist, “Achieving Success as an Associate,” Beginning Lawyers Program, 

Institute of Continuing Legal Education in Georgia (October 2008; February and 
October 2009; February 2010; February 2011; February 2012; February 2013; 
February 2014, February 2015, February 2016). 

 Panelist, “The Women’s Law Panel,” University of Georgia Law School (April 
2008). 

 Panelist, “No More Early Exits: Women Respond to the ABA,” Emory Law 
School Symposium (March 2007). 

 Panelist, “How Powerful Women Can Effect Positive Change,” Fourth Annual 
ABA Women in Products Liability Regional CLE (November 2003). 

Memberships 
 Defense Research Institute (DRI) 
 Atlanta Bar Association 

Court Admissions 
 Georgia 
 California 
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Education 
 J.D., Yale Law School 
 A.B., University of California – Davis, summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa Ms. 

Toledo is a native of San Juan, Puerto Rico, and is fluent in Spanish. 

Contact 
ctoledo@kslaw.com 
+1 404 572 3438 
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CHRISTOPHER TOMLINSON 

Chris Tomlinson serves as the Executive Director for the State Road and Tollway 
Authority (SRTA) and the Georgia Regional Transportation Authority (GRTA). SRTA is 
the State of Georgia’s toll operator and transportation financing authority. GRTA 
operates the Xpress commuter coach transit service in the metro Atlanta region and 
serves as the Governor's voice for strategic direction in Georgia’s transportation 
planning process. In this dual appointment, Mr. Tomlinson leads two state level 
authorities whose missions are focused on improving mobility in Georgia by providing 
reliable, innovative transportation options to Georgia motorists and transit 
commuters. 

Chris serves as the agencies’ primary liaison to the Georgia Department of 
Transportation’s (GDOT) Public Private Partnership program. He also serves on the 
Board of Directors for the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) and 
the International Bridge, Tunnel and Turnpike Association. 

Prior to being appointed Executive Director for SRTA and GRTA, Chris served as 
Deputy Executive Director and General Counsel for SRTA. In this role, he was 
responsible for day-to-day operations and legal issue management. Prior to joining 
SRTA, Chris served as General Counsel for several state agencies, including GDOT, the 
Georgia Technology Authority and the Georgia State Financing and Investment 
Commission, where he also served as Deputy Director for the Construction Division. 

Chris graduated cum laude from Morehouse College with a bachelor’s degree in 
Political Science, and earned a Juris Doctor degree from the Georgia State University 
College of Law. He resides in Loganville with his wife, Lillian and their two children. 
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RYAN K. WALSH 

Ryan Walsh is an experienced intellectual property trial lawyer at 
Jones Day whose practice focuses largely on patents and related 
complex technology litigation, including cases involving copyrights, 
trademarks, unfair competition, and false advertising. His 
experience includes extensive work enforcing and licensing patent 
and other intellectual property rights, in addition to defending 
companies accused of infringement. His background provides him 
with the perspective necessary to manage and ultimately resolve 
complex intellectual property matters at all stages of litigation. 

Ryan has represented companies in high-stakes patent cases, from the earliest stages 
of preliminary investigations, through discovery and claim construction, and 
ultimately through trial. He has first chair experience in some of the most active patent 
venues in the United States. His work has involved a wide range of disciplines, 
including wireless communications, smart grid technology, cable television 
technology, Ethernet, home/building automation, networking, industrial controls, 
Internet of Things, wireless sensor networks, internet web page technology, glucose 
monitoring, and medical devices. 

Ryan's practice in the copyright area has involved a variety of works, including 
software, musical compositions, literary works, carpet design, and other original works. 
His work in the trademark and unfair competition context has involved offensive and 
defensive TRO/preliminary injunction proceedings. 

Ryan is active in the Atlanta legal community, serving on the board and the Executive 
Committee for the Atlanta Bar Association (he was recently elected treasurer of the 
board) and the Atlanta Legal Aid Society (including past service as board president). 
He writes and speaks on topics related to patent litigation as well as other areas of the 
law. 

Experience Highlights 
 Idenix wins $2.54 billion jury verdict in Gilead patent dispute involving hepatitis 

C drugs 
 Randstad acquires Monster for $429 million 

Honors & Distinctions 
 Recipient of Distinguished Service Award from the Atlanta Bar Association 

(2016) 
 "Super Lawyer" (2014-2017) and "Rising Star" (2005-2007; 2009-2010) in the 

field of intellectual property litigation, Atlanta magazine 
 Recognized by the Pro Bono Project of the State Bar of Georgia for Outstanding 

Public Service 
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Education 
 The University of Georgia (J.D. magna cum laude 1999; Order of the Coif; 

Editorial Board, Georgia Law Review; Bryant T. Castellow Scholar) 
 Brown University (B.A. 1993) 

Bar Admissions 
 Georgia 
 U.S. Supreme Court  
 U.S. Courts of Appeals for the Federal and Eleventh Circuits, and  
 U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of Georgia and Eastern District of 

Texas 
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MICHELLE WEST 

Michelle West became Director of the Transition into Law Practice 
Program for the State Bar of Georgia in November of 2013. Previously, 
West was founder and owner of M West Legal, LLC, a general practice 
law firm, that focused primarily on family, juvenile, real estate and 
immigration law. She has practiced law in Georgia since 2002. 
Throughout her career, she has worked in various legal settings 
ranging from large law firm, small firm, nonprofit, public interest, in-
house corporate, government sector and solo practice assisting clients 
with varied and diverse backgrounds. West is a certified mediator in 

civil, domestic, juvenile delinquency and deprivation/dependency, and domestic 
violence matters. 

West is a staff liaison to the Chief Justice Commission on Professionalism, the State Bar 
of Georgia Professionalism Committee, the Continuing Lawyer Competency Committee 
and the Law School Outreach Committee. Currently, President-Elect of the Georgia 
Association for Women Lawyers (GAWL); West has been a member of the GAWL since 
2008 and has served as: the Gwinnett Chapter vice president and president; chair of the 
programs committee; and vice president and co-chair of the leadership committee. She 
has also served on the city of Lilburn Alcohol Review Board, the Partnership Gwinnett 
Diversity Leadership Council, the American Heart Association Go Red for Women 
Board, the People’s Center Board, the Gwinnett Neighborhood Leadership Institute 
(GNLI) Growth and Infrastructure Day Planning Committee and the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association Donation’s Committee. West currently serves on the 
Board of Forever family, Inc., Gwinnett Clean and Beautiful, and the city of Lilburn 
Planning Commission. 

West received her J.D. from Emory University School of Law and her B.S. in Foreign 
Service from Georgetown University, where she studied International Law, Relations 
and Organization; receiving a certificate in Latin American studies; and proficiency 
status in the Spanish language. She attended academic programs in Ecuador, Canada, 
Italy, Spain and Costa Rica, and taught English at La Escuela Politécnica Nacional in 
Quito, Ecuador, through the World Teach Program. West is a graduate of Leadership 
Gwinnett, the Gwinnett Neighborhood Leadership Institute, the Lilburn Citizen’s Police 
Academy, the Gwinnett Citizens Academy, the GAWL Leadership Academy, the Georgia 
Association of Black Women Attorneys (GABWA) Judicial and Public Office Academy, 
and the State Bar of Georgia Young Lawyers Division Leadership Academy. 

West’s past speaking engagements include the National Legal Mentoring Consortium, 
GAWL Life in the Law Seminar Series, GAWL Leadership Academy, GABWA 
Professional Development Academy, Solo and Small Firm Seminar, GAWL New 
Lawyers Affinity Roundtable and the Family and Immigration Law Seminar. She 
currently speaks on mentoring and leadership. In her free time, West enjoys time with 
family and friends, hiking and exploring nature’s magnificent wonders, and traveling 
the world. 
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LEAH ZAMMIT 

Leah Zammit Sudul is a founding member of the firm. She 
practices primarily in Cobb, Fulton and Forsyth counties and 
specializes in the areas of family law and general civil litigation. A 
member of the State Bar of Georgia and the Florida Bar, Ms. 
Zammit has served as lead counsel in domestic and business 
litigation matters. She specializes in dissolution of marriage 
matters involving child custody disputes, alimony issues, and high-
asset divisions. She has also served as counsel for adoptions, 
drafted pre and post nuptial agreements, and litigated trust and 

estate disputes. Her commercial litigation practice focuses on contract disputes and 
business dissolutions. 

In 1998, Ms. Zammit Sudul received a Juris Doctor, cum laude, from Stetson 
University College of Law where the faculty recognized her with the Cecil C. and 
Augusta Bailey Award for her character and capacity for meritorious leadership in the 
field of law. Ms. Zammit Sudul also received Stetson’s Victor O'Wehle Trial Award. In 
1990, she received a Bachelor of Arts in International Studies and Psychology from 
American University. 

Practice Areas  
 Family Law  
 Litigation  
 Commercial Litigation  

Education  
 Stetson University College of Law  
 American University 

Bar Admissions  

Georgia (2001) 

Contact  
Email: ljz@zammitlaw.com 
Phone: 770-971-9494 
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